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“Every child in 

the United 

States has the 

right to a public 

education, 

including Autistic 

students and 

students with 

other disabilities. 

Federal laws 

help ensure that 

students with 

disabilities have 

access to a free, 

appropriate, and 

accessible 

education and 

the supports 

they need to 

succeed. 

Educational 

rights and 

services begin in 

early childhood 

 

“Fathers and 
male caregivers 
play an 
important role in 
the lives of 
children with 
disabilities or 
special health 
care needs. This 
article shares 
resources, 
services and 
support options 
to help male 
caregivers 
connect with 
others, 
understand 
services, support 
their child’s  

development  

and care for their 

own mental  

 

“The U.S.  

Department of 
Education 
announced plans 
to move the Office 
of Special  

Education and  

Rehabilitative  

Services  

(OSERS) to the 
U.S. Department 
of Health and 
Human Services  

(HHS) and the  

Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) to 
the U.S.  
Department of 
Justice (DOJ).  

The Arc of the 

United States 

warns that the 

move disregards 

federal law 

placing the Office 

of Special  



 

and continue 

through college  



 

 



 

and other 
postsecondary 
programs. 
Depending on a 
student’s age 
and individual 
needs, these 
protections may 
include early 
intervention and 
preschool 
services, special 
education 
through an 
Individualized  

Education  

Program (IEP), 
accommodations 
through a 
Section 504 
Plan, and  

disability  

accommodations  

in higher 
education.”  

  

To read more 
please click the 
link here:  
  

Autism and  

Education   
    

  health and 
wellbeing.”  

  

To read more 
please click the 
link here:  
  

Dads Make a  

Difference: Male  

Caregivers as  

Engaged  

Parents  

  

Education  

Programs  

(OSEP) in the  

Department of 
Education and 
would make it 
harder for 
students with 
disabilities to 
access services, 
resolve 
discrimination, 
and hold states 
accountable 
under IDEA, the 
50-year-old law 
that guarantees  

a free 
appropriate 
public education 
tailored to each 
child’s unique 
needs.”  

  

To read more 
please click the 
link here:  
  

Moving Special  

Education and 
Civil Rights Out 
of Education  

Department  

Risks a  

Patchwork of  
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!  Discover Pass free days announced 2026   
  

The Washington State Discover Pass Program has designated the   
Discover Pass free days for 2026. On these days, visitors will not   
need a   Discover Pas s   to park at   Washington State Park s   a nd on   
recreation lands managed by   l Washington Department of Natura   

) Resources (DNR   a nd   Washington Department of Fish an d   
Wildlife (WDFW ) .     

  

The 2026 Discover Pass free days are:   

Jan. 1  —   First Day   Hikes; New Year’s Day   

Jan. 19   —   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day   

March 9   --   Billy Frank Junior's Birthday   

March 19   —   State Parks’ Birthday   

April 22   —   Earth Day   

June 6  —   Free Fishing Weekend   

June 7  —   Free Fishing Weekend   

June 19  —   Juneteenth   

Aug. 9  —   Smokey Bear’s Birthday   

Sept. 26   —   National Public Lands Day   

Oct. 10   --   World Mental Health Day   

Nov. 11   —   Veterans Day   
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https://parks.wa.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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